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within the circle of the well-known Quaker family,
the Gurneys of Earlham, into which he married in
1807. He himself wrote that this connection gave
a colour to his whole life. Of a deeply religious
nature, Buxton began early to interest himself in
philanthropic reforms, such as the improvement of
the conditions of the poor and the abolition of
capital punishment, becoming associated with
William Allen, Elizabeth Fry (afterwards his sister-
in-law), and other prominent members of the Society
of Friends. The distress among the poor of Spital-
fields in 1816 led to the summoning of a public
meeting at the Mansion House, at which Buxton
spoke with much effect. His speech produced a
letter from Wilberforce, in which he foreshadowed
the success of efforts which he trusted Buxton would
" one day make in other instances, in an Assembly "
in which he trusted they would be fellow-labourers.
In 1818 he was elected Member for Weymouth.
In addition to many other public interests, notably
the reform of the Criminal Code and Prisons, he
associated himself with the African Institution, a
Society that had been started by Wilberforce and
his colleagues, which had become sluggish and in-
effective. This led to his turning his attention to
the Slave Trade, and in 1821 Wilberforce wrote
urging him to take up in Parliament as his succes-
sor the question of the abolition of slavery. That
suggestion had been made to him already by his
brother-in-law, William Forster, After long and